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ORIGIN OF RURAL MUNICIPALITY 

MOUNTAIN VIEW NO. 318 

Before Saskatchewan became a Province in 
1905, it was part of the area known as the North 
West Territories which covered all that portion of 
land lying between Manitoba to the east, British 
Columbia to the west and from the International 
Boundary between Canada and the United States 
north to the Arctic Ocean. Up to the year 1905, 
the North West Territories was under the ad­
ministrative control of the Lieutenant Governor of 
Manitoba and a Council of eleven members 
appointed by the Dominion Government. This 
Territorial Council acted under the authority of 
the North West Territories Act of 1875, and was 
empowered to pass legislation to provide for the 
governing of this vast area. 

When the Province of Saskatchewan was es­
tablished in 1905, all municipal affairs came under 
the supervision of the Territorial Department of 
Pub lic Works. By the year 1908, the 
Saskatchewan Legislature had adopted legislation 
to provide for the formation, operation and control 
of the local government units we have today - that 
of city, town, village and rural municipality. Before 
that, the rural area was divided into Local Im­
provement Districts; the size and shape of which 
was variable as natural boundaries such as creeks, 

hills and rivers were used, but most of them were 
of the nine township square size. These Local Im­
provem.ent Districts were administered by elected 
representatives of the people who lived in each dis­
trict. By March 21, 1907 rural local government 
assumed legal form and status. 

The Rural Municipality of Mountain View, as it 
exists today, was part of the Mountain View local 
Improvement District No. 16-N-3. The councillors 
elected to administer the district were as follows:' 

Division I: Charles T. Ramsey - Twp. 31-17-3 
Division 2: Frank Cutten - Twp. 32-17-3 
Division 3: Alex Walker - Twp. 31-18-3 
Division 4: William J. Heatherington (Chair-

man) - 32-18-3 
Division 5: D. Dubrueil - Twp. 33-17-3 
Division 6: M. J. McMillan - Twp. 33-18-3 

and Charles Lawrence, Notary Public, Berkshire 
Farm, of Wiggins, Sask. was Secretary-Treasurer. 

On May 19, 1909 a petition was sent to the 
Municipal Commissioner for Saskatchewan by a 
Municipal Committee, whose names appear on the 
copy of the petition, for the authority to proceed 
with the 1organization of a rural municipality. The 
seven najnes submitt-ed for the name of th

. 
e propos­

ed municipality also appear on the petition. 



PETITION 
,oa 

Organisatitm of a Rural Municipality 

STATUTORY DECLARATION. CAN.ADA } 
. ' 

Pro\'ince of Sll.9katohewan • . 
:,

o

� »�°' ;7�----in the Province of SA11kntche,i;a.n, do eolem.cly declare: l. Thnt I mn n mombel' of the nbove nllllled committell and am penoMlly ncg1lllinted ,iith. the' other four memOOl'II; 2, That e11.oh of the memhere of tlio said committee ie of the :foll 11go of eighteen y� 1 nct11ally 1"t"Sidea '<lithin the li111ite of the llbove Fropoeed Mmiicipalit;y and baa eo n!sided the?mn -�.:i .. �--i r been the oecnpe.nt of IWD!l'!nble p�l'r� therein for II period of ai lenet two m':filtl!�· ">rior to thie �te; , the- best of my kno,dedge �nd belief the Ind� e1it forth in the nbovo petition .uc 
· make this &0lemn d�arntion eonSoC!i.mtio,ml;r holie1•ing it to be true 1111d knowing that me fore,, and l.'fl'<>et u if mode 11nil<!T oath and by .irh,e o( T111, Cnnndn Evido!nc:e 

Accompanying the petition was an approval ot 
the resident electors requesting a vote be taken for 
and against the organization of the rural 
municipality. 

'RESIDENT ELECTORS' APPROVAL 
{SccliaJ< J/j, 1'11< R,,,.ul .lfirnidpo1ilV ,lc/) 



The Municipal Commissioner's Authority for 
the election was granted on June 15, 1909. 

1Sm. J\.11:o, l�¢9. 

Sir, 

I boa to o,Hi1o::.e l'.ol.'1W1:.t th oo;q of the 

Co!'.'ll'lli1;1ll:to1tor's a,,;;thori;Y. for tho ho:diti!! o:f en 

ell)i,tion foz e.r.d .egnil':.st the rircrio:1t.a t!Unio:ir,-alit;y 

of :.::oa"ltn.ill View 1rr,.:5:0. 

Fo:me fer tho U$G of tho l�.u:iio:tpnl Coi!l!llittee, 

tM Rotumine; off1co: 1md llor;ut;y ?..eturr.i:ne C:ff1oo'.ra 

= sh:,· smolo:.:e-d, inGlttdtng tl�a l'.)011 book and 

d'.Qlloe.to sh:teroer.t oi' the l)e.91,t-y ri:Ot\U'tlil:\$ 0Uieo,: 

tor eacll division. 

the 1.le.ll,:its end b;1sliot lio:.::ea \'/ill, :Ji 

001U'1>0� '?IQ aoou.:t0d. "by the !Mlillil!af cow·iitteo: Mil 
=rile }ii'.:Ovioion :ta ma.de :i'cr tho J?::cyn}:mt .of ell 

. ;rO!J,f!Q!Ul.ble Jt:q)811.Bll!:i• 

I tl:'llet �hat no':'hille '!-;il'l p:rovirn.t t'he 

oleoticn. :t,.-olD. bdng hold in il:Gso :tom .rotd slwll �a 

(!:le.d. to reooiTe tne offioittJ. ntsteu..ant of tho 

rtotniming O:ffioor "1u:,n llo ie in n ::;ooitior.. to 

roni!.er t'he e!?.!lle. 

ob'u:i.na r,ro;:ronae, r:,;u., !lor,n't;r Cont!li.tH'!lionor. 

W t G.V I ll S , 

Commissioner's Authority for Election 

n� VNri,:014 of 'ttio :tt11ml ::.r�,.;�;pittr A.a in iliai l"ihili hnvfog :,""" im::.,t�ntU>lly ,,,..., 
111'.o,! ,.;ii,, r l,cffi/y ,a:horiao tho C.,mw.itl.oo ,.; ch.:! im,pa�d J,fonicipA!ity of...Jlq_IDXE.utn Y:!,ow 

J!(t,�L-.. - J<I y..-.-l w::n t4e �fodfon r.a r4tiw:l by (b� md Act to ildcmifao tu :o 
t1lwll"" "' M: !l,o �:J; ]lf,1d¢lpofay hlllll be ¢tg,ir.ited. 

.�"1' the ;.�tr,c;; ,.;- 111¢ ni,i �1'>:ii,;n 1 brltliy �nrer tlu\'; th" 1rrotw1:11il. lf;r,1klip11llly bo ,i:r]dcd 

:i;,i,i0q }7o. s eon,iolkg �fJOl'.,11,i!:lJLJn w,a '!l,.o_So-ut'h l!.11.lt. of '?ot"!Hihil._�2 

____ .Jn i!;U1rrUl .. /el$t oft,w !>!hid �ri0<0!<m=·�------­

Oi,ld." !fo. i .,,,,,.miug of _".l:QrmJth.iX!. 3;,__,.:q1A.:!&,fU) ottt1U1'"'li..JLf ?o;-1llsh!J.:. S2 
... " ___ n,.,fa.\U.!l:JLJ.Lri1<ffelLSfJJt9_'.l'.lJ.iril-'.1U.iJ!�-• -·-----·-·-

liffflb• Cfa 4 ,,,n,.i,ti1>;; oL-'11.LQ. _l,J;J..�l.P..:;,i.,.Ji.f*J.',&','",1Hl1d u .lHL£1..§...t1.lL�f�-
_,, ____ ._ .. }1(K�Vl.Ul:3 Jl9r..a:e_ 16 :r¢o'l <:lijt�. ?1�11.yp:,tiCi".l'I::. __ 

;i;.;,w� Xt. � ..,,r.,m!(r.,: ,;f tM.Jlq);:tl!. hl!],L oi' JAA!gi� $2 e.nl. all cf · 

--. -·---/�IU!ili:/J'i;p_»)LJ'�e.!L .. 11..J:Jl'Jil...l?.:L:1-b 1hixil. �l.lriilis.r,. ·-"­

»M1Ion Xo. � o,,,...;nii;s- �L-"Ci',;:•.1l"LtAJtA14..J?j'J9JID._1:1,h�_fg_.Q!d. l\ll.-�-­
.. '.to,.;ns;U:r. 1S3 llilll_�}l is TI"eat cf t}",a ?hhd. iledd:tn.;,. __ 

The election was held on July 20, 1909: 52 
voters cast ballots. 36 FOR the municipality; 16 
AGAJNST the municipality. 

Returning Officer's Statement 

(,>lu!im, .J":t, 1'!,,:, lfow! Jl,"'i"il"'lil!J .1d,) 

1111 hlo1nl0ln View local lmproiam,nl nlslrlcl llo, lfi·ll·l 

� i:A �.J.. /,,...,J;;.a:;­
- � � �,(, 

/� ;::_,_



In due course, a reply to the July 27th letter was 
received, with an additional letter concerning the 
divisions and the official organization of Rural 
Municipality of Mountain View No. 318 com­
prised of Townships 31, 32 and 33 in Ranges 16, 
17 and 18, all west of the Third Meridian. 
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B-cs AU(sllst 16, 1909. 

Sir:-

, I beg to acknowlodga yciur letter· of tne 27th ultimo 
onclosing yVlff fltat<mcnt a� Returning Officer, s1toning a 
good majcrity in favour of thG cirganiza.tion of Burnl 
Uunicipali ty No. 318. 

In accor�enco with t}rn 1,ot. tl10 Cottunission�r1s 
Ord.or l1ns boon given, ortaniz:i.ng tho Municipality nnd, I 
enclose a copy of si)cl1 on1or. 

hll doc1.1r.wnh in cc,nnoction with t1w 11rccoo\lings 
:�e.y be reb:."\.inc� by you until a reculur Sacrds.ry-Troornu·or 
is appointed. at :.Mch tirno, the pnpors r;Mch s,·,l"Vod. in tl:o 

initial stc�,s may be l;a!tded to M.m. 
I bravo noteci witl1 satisfaction t'·e rn::111).t of yc,tir 

efforts in tho muttGr. 
Your obodiont·sorvant, 

ClmB. La:,·1ronc:e, Esq., ·Deruty Co�missioner. 
W I G (} I N S; Bask. 
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B-cs August 16, 1909, 

Sil·:-
In ar]<li tion to t1le attschod lotter, I may say in reply 

to your raquest tl:nt mucb as r10 r,oul:.1 (1osire to co10ply with 
your wishes, yet 1·;0 fool conotraincd to apply tho rnc thod 
�t1 tlincd i.n rl'ho Local lrnl'r0vcL1cnts Act und have tl10 divisions 
of your mtLTJi.cipality with 1:hcir e,rcator length No1·th and South, 
While this mny provo a little inconvenient at lJroocnt·, yet, 
in years to cono I tM.nk, tho 1�a.topt1.yors will si.:0 Ola 1·1h1dor.:i 
in .following tl;c r11lo alror.,Ll.y laid (lor,11 for our fi\li(1unce. 

".fol.lr obotliont sc1'Vt:11t', 

Chas. Laur0noc, Esq., Deputy Co:nr:li;;sionor. 

\'! I G G I N s� Sesk. 

Organisation of. Rural Municipality 

N\:it!� i9 :hru,eb� gi"�.n 'in ni:cordo:11_ce ;itb the.provl!;i�.'.18 ei_Thc _Rum� M'tmfoipn1it:tAit .. 
in tbnt. bclutlf. ihnt by' ordCr of the llfonidpRI Commisskmcr (wl,icl1., ;lill foke efi'c�t 011, !�ri. ,.
nnd :.nf:er tlic:..�ThiI'.J;�,bclL....,__�.,....-dt1.y of-,-_llii.:;.Ll!l't.,:,.i:.;._:·--�9.0..S __ ) !he iollo,ring ·' 

, l�_ds lin,;c bCmi Ol'gllnisool_ .n's., 11 Rnrnl }.[11nici1mlily 11utlN· tho the u:1mc of '.!'lie R1.1ral lfo.ni­
cip�liiy of.:...�J:!!lilll.J.id.:i.. '.'ii:..L__;.;..._Xo.-�il[L__:_wilh I.no dh•isiona ns heri!- · . . ' . ; ' . . . ' 
under �lloWD! 

· .. i)i�i�i-·on' �fo: i:- .T6\:�1�-1�i·p\:J.° m,r1 thi 3c-;_i�h7(1;:,l.f �fi 'row!l!;!1(r 
. 32 · i� · Rc";l;';e

. 
16 .":ost ·cii ti';e l:th;11._rMn.'.it!.i\in. 

. 
!.iiv.isi( io. ·2:- Too.:ii::::hi.:\.31 1,\-:a 'c�·e Sor.t1-;-!l:;l r. · c._f '1\:i:·,T,�Vip 

Ddision 'ik; ,{:..:_:�.2� l.fo�·i;h-1-�lf c.f 'i'� .. -;·,;�. 32 a1·,.J. ,all of 
. . . ' 

1)�;·@;i1i.il 3::, i;1 3;;n;_;,a 1::.: ·:,\st o'i' 1,'f-e t:·irrl 
· H�ri,:1.ir.m·, 

'.- .i:?:�.;.:�{�'.;,; .(;:: .:'i'l�·; ·H�,r·t;,-l::�,u [.f 'i'o .,,r,llip ::r:: ,.'srir1 1,lJ. uf }f5_i.�
:_, :·-"··.·· 'i:'o;mc1/1i ,u 3�, 1:r;i lt:c.n�_;ei J.'7 :h,st vi t''" t\ii:.-� 

··;�·e'��uI�11:
.. JJ�.yi_;f���'-�·Hc): 6. � :.fl��\j;(�G{�];-�if u.f Toy,:;1sJ:i1, :JZ · e,11Ct ,;11. _ci . 

.· .. . ' .. 
·�1�\�_�hi.1(3.3. fo. ;:;!:.u.s-e .l�. <iest.'. of th,. t1,frJ_ 

Our Municipality is located in the Dark Brown 
Soil Region of the province and has a long time 
average wheat yield of 15.5 to 25 bushels per acre. 

For the period 1932-1961 average wheat yield 
was 15.3 bus.; 1942-61 average wheat yield was 
16.8 bus.; 1952-61 average wheat yield was 20.8 
bus.; 1962-80 average wheat yield was 24.8 bus. 

The fertile flat land in the middle of the 
municipality is bordered on the north by the Bear 
Hills and on the south by the Bad Hills. The hill 
regions of the area are used for grazing purposes. 
We are fortunate to have some of the best grain 
growing soil in Saskatchewan which tends to make 
our municipality one of the highest in economic 
standing. 



RURAL MUNICIPALITY NO. 318 

MOUNTAIN 

TP.33 

TP.32 

TP.31 

1� 60 % or more of Closs 4 soils. lbw 
60% or more of Class 5 and 6 solls. 

Table l, 
the 

Soil A'>s<:>ciati® 
bol and Textural 

Rl!vC Regina Heavy Clay 

llC Elotcw Clay 

EC!, Elst.o..- Clay Lo;ain 

ESiCL Elr,t.aw Silty Clay 
Lo,m 

ES.it �Olof S:Ut Lnam 

:n. Elstow Loam. 

;.J!'.:L Weyburn Clay Loll.lli 

WL Weybu:rn :..Oam 

The Ir.it.ial Capability Gre"Uping an:i Bas:l.c Soil lndex fo:-
Soil A11socintionll and Textural 'fypes in R.M. No. 318. 

Soil Irri.tie.l &.$ie Soil soi: Association 
Zone Cam.b!.llt Index be::. and Text.ural '!' •

D=k '"' ao WLl, Weyburn :..ight Loam 
''""" 

Dark ,,,, 7J APL Asquith Fine Sandy 
Brmm i,,,,,, 

.Cark BgGL Biggl.U" GravdJ.y 
·�- J,n '4 Lo= 

::ark FxCL Fax Valley Clay 
a,- )m 6l. Lo= 

D=k HrCl. Havern.ill Clay 
Bro'loon J.• }9 Lo= 

Dark HrL Ha.verb.ill Loam 
:arown Jm ,. 

Ct',GJ:. Chaplli. Gravelly 
""k "'"" 
Brown "' 63 

Kt-oded 
Duk 

Bro>n :,. ,. Av =--

Soi: l:rri:tial Ba.eic Soil 
Zo e C ab'l' • 

0,rk ,.. 50 
B=wn 

:lark "" 50 

·�

D,rk ,.. 44 
Brown 

Bro>m Jm ,. 

Brown 3m 55 

Bro;.n "' 50 

Bro= Sm 37 

5 



In the early years of development, large areas of 
land in the municipality were taken up by large 
farms. The Engen farm of 1909 contained 9 sec­
tions; the Lamborn farm of 1910 contained 5 sec­
tions (sold later to a group of Mennonite settlers in 
1925) and the Bellamy farm of 1912 contained 17 
sections. The Engen and Bellamy farms were later 
broken up into smaller farms. Now history is 
reversing itself; the smaller farms are being taken 
over by larger farming units. 

Pioneers 

Come listen a spell and a tale I will tell 
As I dream of the long, long ago. 
It's a tale of past years, of laughter and tears 
Adventures only old-timers know 
But it's not too long ago, as history will show 
That our prairie was untamed and free 
With nothing to mar the distance afar 
Not a mountain, or town or a tree. 

Only Indians had trod the unbroken sod 
And antelope grazed on the plain 
A buffalo herd had never been stirred 
By a gun, or the toot of a train 
The grass in the sloughs was knee-high to a moose 
And the tumble-weed raced with the hare 
Near unto a creek were saskatoons, thick 
And golden rod scented the air 

You could travel for days without meeting a face 
Of an Indian, outlaw or scout 
Only a hawk or an owl, or a shy prairie fowl 
And gophers playing about. 
It made you feel queer, tho' it wasn't with fear 
Only something mysterious, sublime 
A feeling of awe, like an unspoken law 
Of the endless passing of time. 

Then the government guys got beams in their eyes 
And decided some steel tracks to lay ' 
It was their great boast to reach the west coast 
But when and how would they pay? 
So it certainly did seem a very wise scheme 
To get some returns in great haste 
To give homesteads for free, or a very small fee 
And not let the land go to waste. 

The land ads at home assured us the loam 
Was rich and productive and deep 
The wheat, we were told, was equal to gold 
All we had to do was to reap. 
Now with such a big lure who could endure 
To let fortune slip unheeded by 
So with vim and with zest we all went out west 
For a life on a homestead to try. 
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No mention of cut-worm or bug, or rocks to be 
dug 

E'er ever a furrow be made 
No hint of blizzard or hail, or crops that might fail 
Or grasshoppers planning a raid. 
It helped to get started, if ere you departed 
You'd taken some "critters" and tools 
For at that early date there was a rebate 
On "settlers effects", said the rules. 

The very first day, if you decided to stay 
You bargained for lumber and nails 
You put up a shack wrapped in tar-paper black 
With a "box-car roar' against the gales. 
The next on the list, if you wished to exist, 
Was a well that wouldn't go dry 
So you dug night and day through hard-pan and 

clay 
Then a pulley and buckets you'd buy. 

So with might and with main but with vision of 
gain 

You toiled every hour of the day 
There was plowing and sowing, reaping and 

mowing 
Threshing and stacking of hay. 
There was always some bug, or rocks to be dug 
More acreage always a goal 
In winter's deep snows, when everything froze 
You kept busy shovelling in coal. 

But we never looked back tho' bemoaning the lack 
Of funds for payments to meet 
We strode lightly along with a grin and a song 
Never lacking for something to eat. 
There was porridge to fry when the cow had gone 

dry 
And a barrel of well salted pork 
There was carrot and turnip and beet, if not wilted 

by heat 
And potatoes dug with a fork. 

In those early days we had some strange ways 
That's hardly approved of today 
If a tramp came to beg you fried him an egg 
You never turned strangers away 
And, if a near neighbor was unfit to labor 
Or needed a days work, or two 
You gave him a lift, with no thought of a gift 
For he'd do the same thing for you. 

Us women, poor folk, had the brunt of the yoke 
Tending to everyones needs 
You couldn't spend hours on frills or on flowers 
When the garden was choked by the weeds 




