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ORIGIN OF RURAL MUNICIPALITY
MOUNTAIN VIEW NO. 318

Before Saskatchewan became a Province in
1905, it was part of the area known as the North
West Territories which covered all that portion of
land lying between Manitoba to the east, British
Columbia to the west and from the International
Boundary between Canada and the United States
north to the Arctic Ocean. Up to the year 1905,
the North West Territories was under the ad-
ministrative control of the Lieutenant Governor of
Manitoba and a Council of eleven members
appointed by the Dominion Government. This
Territorial Council acted under the authority of
the North West Territories Act of 1875, and was
empowered to pass legislation to provide for the
governing of this vast area.

When the Province of Saskatchewan was es-
tablished in 1905, all municipal affairs came under
the supervision of the Territorial Department of
Public Works. By the year 1908, the
Saskatchewan Legislature had adopted legislation
to provide for the formation, operation and control
of the local government units we have today — that
of city, town, village and rural municipality. Before
that, the rural area was divided into Local Im-
provement Districts; the size and shape of which
was variable as natural boundaries such as creeks,

hills and rivers were used, but most of them were
of the nine township square size. These Local Im-
provement Districts were administered by elected
representatives of the people who lived in each dis-
trict. By March 21, 1907 rural local government
assumed legal form and status.

The Rural Municipality of Mountain View, as it
exists today, was part of the Mountain View local
Improvement District No. 16-N-3. The councillors
elected to administer the district were as follows:'

Division 1: Charles T. Ramsey — Twp. 31-17-3

Division 2: Frank Cutten — Twp. 32-17-3

Division 3: Alex Walker — Twp. 31-18-3

Division 4: William J. Heatherington (Chair-
man) — 32-18-3

Division 5: D. Dubrueil — Twp. 33-17-3

Division 6: M. J. McMillan — Twp. 33-18-3
and Charles Lawrence, Notary Public, Berkshire
Farm, of Wiggins, Sask. was Secretary-Treasurer.

On May 19, 1909 a petition was sent to the
Municipal Commissioner for Saskatchewan by a
Municipal Committee, whose names appear on the
copy of the petition, for the authority to proceed
with the jorganization of a rural municipality. The
seven natnes submitted for the name of the propos-
ed municipality also appear on the petition.
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Accompanying the petition was an dpproval ot
the resident electors requesting a vote be taken for
and against thé organization of the rural
municipality.

'RESIDENT ELECTORS APPROVAL

(Section 25, T'he Rurut Mnnicipnlity Act)

“ - We, the wndersigned resident clectors  of  the  prepased Rural Jfunicipality of
- -

DRI Y e hereby declare that we are desiroua of hating the
“(filscrt Arst ndme suppextcd Ly Committey
amd \[umnpnl\lg fluly oxganived \mdu- ha provisiony of Thv.- I?nml Municipality Act and that for this 5

yurpwe it s ﬂmrnb]e that Q‘\elc of u\e wsidont, cloctors nllauld be (aken for and ageinst (he orgenisa

tian of (ho said Ruerad Sassicipality.

.
y fﬁ&&({/f/f/

e

ﬂz.’/"l /f_{a AN

ma (z,mu},.sz 47 3%

Wrﬂ'ﬂ

,szw z,}:
VLSS,
e sak

e /a. 32(

.l 57:3.;11 w'rar

J«e,utﬂ: .muz.s//; 25
J;&zv« Fr 7S :l
2%

fr?“f

. ../‘},,\_(:.u 4,4.,.,

- }D:?-/)’(V Liinsin. .22 2% {z-"{‘j
. PO A ... sttt  Tohirpisise.s
i ' ﬁmxé’e‘fc '.IMJJ V7 o
| 3 34 -f A 4”/4W s S
II 1 e f’xﬂ:’i;'f ./‘m: /é/( e
| . ] w,/&’/znzm' i )[ gb{f Y
! i ﬂ ]75 30};7 7.2 ((]mﬂ?! ﬁ;uu i@ .
I ,(’f L8361 s | '
Wnﬂ"\ H Ihe cornar of this d'ocumeut vas missxng but 17.
of t! listed: SW16-32-17 A.Frechette
:rﬂr'/!l( Nas-ss.u_z T. rzecﬁet‘ie, 4=32-37 Jim Madill;SE16~32-17 W.Lamont-
. agne; NW6-33-17 Joe Frechettej SE24-32-18 John Pattexson;
_Jobn Stephenson) N532~32-17 James Mitchell 5822-31-17 James Brown.

I\'ﬂ24-32—l 8

Ty



The Municipal Commissioner’s Authority for
the election was granted on June 15, 1909.
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The election was held on July 20, 1909: 52
voters cast ballots. 36 FOR the municipality; 16
AGAINST the municipality.

Returning  Ofhcer’s Statement

{Sctivn 32, The Rurel Municipatily 4el)
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In due course, a reply to the July 27th letter was
received, with an additional letter concerning the
divisions and the official organization of Rural
Municipality of Mountain View No. 318 com-
prised of Townships 31, 32 and 33 in Ranges 16,
17 and 18, all west of the Third Meridian.

318

Bcs Jugust 16, 1909.

Sir:—

"1 bog to acknowlodge your letter- of the 27th mltimo
onclosing your atatement es Returning Officer, showing a
good majerity in favour of the crganization of Rural
tunicipality No. 318B.

In accerdenco with the dot, the Comnissioncr's
Ordor has toon given, orgenizing the Hunicipality and I
onclose 2 cepy of such ordor.

M1 docruaentsin cennoction with the procoodings
may Do 1'91:aineyi by you uvntil a reguler Seercliary-Treasuror
is appointed, at .hich timo, the papors vhich swivod in tho
initial steus wmay be handed to him.

I havo noted with satisfacticn t'e resvlt of yeor
cfferts in the metter.

Your obodient servant,

Chas. Lamonce, Bsq.,
#1GGINS, Bask.
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B-cs Auguat 16, 1909.

Sir;-

In addition to the attached lottor, I may sy in reply
fo your request that much as we would dosire to conply with
your wishos, yet we foel constraimed to apply tho method

outlined in Tho Local Improvemenis Act and have the divisions

of your munjcipality with their greator longth North and South.

¥hilo thie may provo a 1ittlo incenvenisnt at prosant‘, yot,
in ycers to come I think thae ratopayors will sce tho wisdom
in following tbe xvle zlrondy laid dovm for our guidunce.

Your obodiont sexvauf,

Chas. Lavrence, 3sq., Doputy Comnaissionor.

WIGGINS, Seok.

©Division Mo 1)~ Téymship £ 'una the

"Dojuty Commissiocner.

Organisation of Rural Mummpahty
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Our Municipality is located in the Dark Brown
Soil Region of the province and has a long time
average wheat yield of 15.5 to 25 bushels per acre.

For the period 1932-1961 average wheat yield
was 15.3 bus.; 1942-61 average wheat yield was
16.8 bus.; 1952-61 average wheat yield was 20.8
bus.; 1962-80 average wheat yield was 24.8 bus.

The fertile flat land in the middle of the
municipality is bordered on the north by the Bear
Hills and on the south by the Bad Hills. The hill
regions of the area are used for grazing purposes.
We are fortunate to have some of the best grain
growing soil in Saskatchewan which tends to make
our municipality one of the highest in economic
standing.




RURAL MUNICIPALITY NOC.3I8
woL-ECL BySL MOUNTAIN W\ﬁ”_ I{’L AR

¥ Xl s
Yl-EL _GANRDA LARD ISVENYORY wi-Ari Wor 3rd 18534 ABSESSMERT DATE 1988
T 5258 Vegridohvh T A i ik
ot P Al i b3 1/ R mre
E A 232 131 241
PAE T

il
{
1
i
¢
o

R«H: ] ."w r‘h‘:j‘f?.'_l"
2o ) | - il R
=TS ) b RY -l 7 g
: Feci-Hecig leg € ™
i »_:‘zi'isii 41X ’"am,(__ = :::‘LEN l“\

T e LR N
A l 28, T .
DN 3 s
gf'?im;{& L2 ig ) L
5 7% By =
! _{ /b\% G i " . 4
A&%’" ";z 2 *}:—‘ 5 L
~§ ? _/’IEGT il
fe 4o 4 L
L7 ?f;é A
o 21 i
f
i
“HrCLL ECIHCY
57, 3k5¢ B

e

| !BO% or more of Class 4 soils. Mw% or more e Cless 5and € soils.

®able 2, The Initial Capabilliby Grouping and Basic Scil Index fox
the Seil Asscciations and Textural Types in R.M. Ne. 318.
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In the early years of development, large areas of
land in the municipality were taken up by large
farms. The Engen farm of 1909 contained 9 sec-
tions; the Lamborn farm of 1910 contained 5 sec-
tions (sold later to a group of Menngaite settlers in
1925) and the Bellamy farm of 1912 contained 17
sections. The Engen and Bellamy farms were later
broken up into smaller farms. Now history is
reversing itself; the smaller farms are being taken
over by larger farming units.

Pioneers

Come listen a spell and a tale I will tell

As I dream of the long, long ago.

It's a tale of past years, of laughter and tears
Adventures only old-timers know

But it’s not too long ago, as history will show
That our prairie was untamed and free

With nothing to mar the distance afar

Not a mountain, or town or a tree.

Only Indians had trod the unbroken sod

And antelope grazed on the plain

A buffalo herd had never been stirred

By a gun, or the toot of a train

The grass in the sloughs was knee-high to a moose
And the tumble-weed raced with the hare

Near unto a creek were saskatoons, thick

And golden rod scented the air

You could travel for days without meeting a face
Of an Indian, outlaw or scout

Only a hawk or an owl, or a shy prairie fowl
And gophers playing about.

It made you feel queer, tho® it wasn’t with fear
Only something mysterious, sublime

A feeling of awe, like an unspoken law

Of the endless passing of time.

Then the government guys got beams in their gyes
And decided some steel tracks to lay *

It was their great boast to reach the west coast
But when and how would they pay?

So it certainly did seem a very wise scheme

To get some returns in great haste

To give homesteads for free, or a very small fee
And not let the land go to waste.

The land ads at home assured us the loam
Was rich and productive and deep

The wheat, we were told, was equal to gold

All we had to do was to reap.

Now with such a big Iure who could endure
To let fortune slip unheeded by

So with vim and with zest we all went out west
For a life on a homestead to try.

6

No mention of cut-worm or bug. or rocks to be
dug

E’er ever a furrow be made

No hint of blizzard or hail, or crops that might fail

Or grasshoppers planning a raid.

It helped to get started, if ere you departed

You’d taken some “critters” and tools

For at that early date there was a rebate

On “settlers effects”, said the rules.

The very first day, if youn decided to stay

You bargained for lumber and nails

You put up a shack wrapped in tar-paper black

With a “box-car roof” against the gales.

The next on the list, if you wished to exist,

Was a well that wouldn’t go dry

So you dug night and day through hard-pan and
clay

Then a pulley and buckets yvou’d buy.

So with might and with main but with vision of
gain

You toiled every hour of the day

There was plowing and sowing, reaping and
mowing

Threshing and stacking of hay.

There was always some bug, or rocks to be dug

More acreage always a goal

In winter’s deep snows, when everything froze

You kept busy shovelling in coal.

But we never looked back tho” bemoaning the lack

Of funds for payments to meet

We strode lightly along with a grin and a song

Never lacking for something to eat.

There was porridge to fry when the cow had gone
dry

And a barrel of well salted pork

There was carrot and turnip and beet, if not wilted
by heat

And potatoes dug with a fork.

In those early days we had some strange ways
That’s hardly approved of today

If a framp came to beg you fried him an egg

You never turned strangers away

And, if a near neighbor was unfit to labor

Or needed a days work, or two

You gave him a lift, with no thought of a gift
For he’d do the same thing for you.

Us women, poor folk, had the brunt of the yoke
Tending to everyones needs

You couldn’t spend hours on frills or on flowers
When the garden was choked by the weeds





